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CAREER SUMMARY

*She received three merit scholarships to study Physics at Cambridge: Trinity College 
Scholarship, Overseas Student Award, and the Cambridge Commonwealth Trust Scholarship

*Founded by Sunita Gandhi in 1992 on a visit to India; became its CEO in 2014; started the 
Global Dream Leave No One Behind Campaign for Literacy in 2014, which formed the basis of 
the  pedagogy rolled out in 2022. ALfA, Accelerating Learning for All
**Selected in the highly competitive  at the World Bank.Young Professionals Program (YPP)

OTHER AFFILIATIONS

2016-Present Director, Global Education & Training Institute , India(GETI)

2016-2019 Member, Confederation of Indian Industries, National Committee on 

Education

2007-Present Chief Academic Advisor, , IndiaCity Montessori School, Lucknow

2007-Present Director, , IndiaCity International Schools

2006-Present Director, , Lucknow, India*Global Classroom Pvt. Ltd.

2002  Founder  and  (Iceland's first two charter schools) Aslandsskoli Tjarnaras

2001 Founder, Islensku menntasamtokin SES (Education Society of Iceland)

1994 Founder, , Praha, The Czech RepublicGlobal Concepts International School

1975 Founder, Little Flower School (for out-of-school-children)

* These schools have served as laboratory for experimental work in education. She has 
established or given franchise to 26 schools across India and is incubating an education based 
on the Ipsative principle of ' ' and ALfA: Accelerating Learning for All. Compete with Yourself!

Dr Sunita Gandhi
Educator

AWARDS &
RECOGNITIONS

2020
Shining World Caring Award, 
Ching Hai International 
Association, Taiwan*

2019
Best Woman Start-up 
Entrepreneur,  IIM Lucknow

2017 Visionary of Uttar Pradesh 
Award**

2015
Honorary Doctorate, University of 
Vietnam

2014
Educator of the Year, India Book 
of Records

1996
Most Outstanding Contribution to 
Development Award, World 
Bank*** 

*With a gift of USD 15,000 (donated the entire 
amount to DEVI Sansthan from source)

**Given by the two Deputy Chief Ministers of 
Uttar Pradesh, organized by DainikBhaskar.com, 
along with Visionaries of Uttar Pradesh Video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO2NiScsS
M0 

***Given for Project in Morocco on Participation 
of Women was showcased as one of top three 
from the World Bank at the UN Summit, 
Copenhagen in 1996

2014-Present  Founder-CEO, Dignity Education Vision International , India*(DEVI Sansthan)

2000-2007 President, , Hafnarfjordur, Iceland Islensku menntasamtokin ses

1998-Present President, , USACouncil for Global Education

1988-1998 Economist, , DC, USA**The World Bank, Washington

1987-1988 Research Scientist, , Berkeley University, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratories

USA

2015  B.Ed. Lucknow University, India

1987 Ph.D. in Physics, Trinity College, Cambridge University, UK* 

1983 B.Sc. (Hons.) in Physics, Imperial College, London University, UK

1980 A-Levels, Peterborough Technical College, UK 

1975-1978 Middle & High School, St. Agnes' Loreto, Lucknow, India

1965-1974 Primary School, City Montessori School, Lucknow, India

2025
Excellence in Education Award, 
Times of India, Lucknow

2024
Education Leadership FICCI 
Ladies Organisation (FLO) Award

https://sunitagandhi.org/
www.dignityeducation.org
www.globaleducation.org
https://globaldream.guru/globaldream.aspx
https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/accelerating-learning--for-all-9789356409828/#:~:text=ALFA%3A%20Accelerating%20Learning%20for%20All,in%20months%20rather%20than%20years.
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/careers/programs-and-internships/young-professionals-program
https://getilearn.org/
https://www.cii.in/sectors.aspx?enc=prvePUj2bdMtgTmvPwvisYH+5EnGjyGXO9hLECvTuNsJKom60HRHReZ5/udUByhH
https://www.cii.in/sectors.aspx?enc=prvePUj2bdMtgTmvPwvisYH+5EnGjyGXO9hLECvTuNsJKom60HRHReZ5/udUByhH
https://www.cmseducation.org/
https://www.ciseducation.org/
http://www.globalclassroom.in/
https://www.aslandsskoli.is/
http://www.educationworld.co/Magazines/EWIssueSection.aspx?Issue=November_2008&Section=People
https://www.expats.cz/czech-news/article/global-concepts-international-school
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/compete-with-self-not-others-sunita-gandhi/articleshow/11395429.cms
http://award.godsdirectcontact.net/en/master/
http://award.godsdirectcontact.net/en/master/
https://www.iiml.ac.in/
https://www.printweek.in/news/book-printing-forte-24915
https://www.printweek.in/news/book-printing-forte-24915
https://ussh.vnu.edu.vn/en/
https://ussh.vnu.edu.vn/en/
https://indiabookofrecords.in/educationist-of-the-year/
https://indiabookofrecords.in/educationist-of-the-year/
https://www.gdrc.org/ngo/participation-sourcebook.pdf
https://www.gdrc.org/ngo/participation-sourcebook.pdf
https://www.gdrc.org/ngo/participation-sourcebook.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO2NiScsSM0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO2NiScsSM0
https://dignityeducation.org/links/
http://educationiceland.org/about.htm
http://globaleducation.org/1.htm
https://www.gdrc.org/ngo/participation-sourcebook.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt9n92t674/qt9n92t674_noSplash_bdb65d0c31299fba040932385d34168f.pdf?t=p0fx15
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vw37zD1qYK5TZ3QIg8lEtTnMX_T8UfMu/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CovMEBozsn8ebYMbyjgnyV_xZzMRzxV-/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CovMEBozsn8ebYMbyjgnyV_xZzMRzxV-/view?usp=drive_link


PUBLICATIONS

Books:

Gandhi S., et.al. (2024) ALfA: A Groundbreaking Pedagogy to Transform Education. Bloomsbury, 
India.

Gandhi S., et.al. (2022), Disruptive Literacy: A Roadmap for Immediate Global Action. 
Bloomsbury, India.

Book Chapter: 

Gandhi S. (2017) Compete With Yourself (CWY): Maximising Learning Gain in Schools. In: Hughes 
G. (eds) Ipsative Assessment and Personal Learning Gain. Palgrave Macmillan, London. 

Research Papers:

The Inconvenient Truth of Indian Illiteracy Inequality: Intersectional Socio-Demographic 
Disadvantage As A Climate Change Vulnerability Multiplier, Sunita Gandhi, Kaaren Mathias, 
Linda Seefeldt, Thomas Delaney, Journal of New Economics, Centre for Development, Glasgow 
University, UK, November 2021

Intersectionality of Socio-demographic Disadvantage, The Inconvenient Truth of Illiteracy 
Inequality, Sunita Gandhi, Kaaren Mathias, Linda Seefeldt, Thomas Delaney, Economic & 
Political Weekly, August 2021

Reports*:

Ÿ Gandhi, S. Why Cant the Children Read (2019)

Ÿ Gandhi, S. Accelerating Adult Literacy (2019)

*Based on first-hand literacy survey of 1.5 million individuals 6-60 years of age in 396,000 
households undertaken by Dr. Sunita Gandhi with the help of nearly 4000 government teachers 
of Lucknow

World Bank Reports & Papers
, Chapter 2, The Participation Morocco: Enhancing the Participation of Women in Development

Sourcebook, World Bank, 1996, ISBN 0-82113-3558

World Bank Policy Paper: Energy Efficiency and Conservation in the Developing World, The 
World Bank's Role, 1993, ISBN 0-8213-2317-2, Robert J. Saunders & Sunita Gandhi 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES & WORK TRAVELS

INTERNATIONAL VISITS
Dr. Gandhi has travelled to 51 countries to study 
their education systems and meet stakeholders:

2008-Present  Convenor, Ed Leadership International Roundtable Conferences*  

2024,25 Convenor, Leadership Circle, Lucknow

2024 Participant, Foundational Learning Exchange (FLEX), Rwanda

2022  Chief Guest,  6th International Teachers Conference, Maldives 

2018 Keynote,  BETT ASIA, Malaysia

2017 Keynote, International Education Conference, Thailand

2013 Keynote,  Annual Conference, Finnish National Board of Education, Finland

2009 Keynote,  Australian Montessori Education Conference, Australia

2000 Keynote,  International Education Conference, Hawaii

2000 Keynote and Roundtable Host, , IrelandState-of-the-World-Forum

1999 Keynote and Roundtable Host, , USAState-of-the-World-Forum

1996 Keynote, UN Summit, Copenhagen, Denmark

1993 Keynote, UN Womens Conference, Jordan

1992 Keynote, A New Framework for Education, Finland

Convenor, speaker and participant in numerous conferences in several countries on issues of 
literacy, education development, research & policy, among others:

*In 2021, the 13th Ed Leadership Conference was on the theme as an Online Event: The Power 
of Change, Inspiring the Teacher Within. This was India's biggest education conference of 
India with 85 speakers from 37 countries, with over 19,000 educators from 50 countries 
participating 

*In 2022, the 14th Ed Leadership Conference, 4-6 August, 2022 was on the theme of 
Disruptive Education 

*In 2022, First Synergy Summit for CSR Heads, July 9-11

*In 2023, First Policy Makers Conclave (online) and Roll-out of MOOTs: Massive Open Online 
Trainings

*In 2024, Second Synergy Summit for CSR Heads, January 11-12
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-qrEwMdiRxNruzIM8zWryR0GiNutKywa/view
https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/disruptive-literacy-9789390513659/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057%2F978-1-137-56502-0_11
https://dignityeducation.org/links/images/Journal%20of%20New%20Economics.pdf
https://dignityeducation.org/links/images/Journal%20of%20New%20Economics.pdf
https://www.epw.in/journal/2021/34/special-articles/inconvenient-truth-illiteracy-inequality.html
https://www.epw.in/journal/2021/34/special-articles/inconvenient-truth-illiteracy-inequality.html
https://dignityeducation.org/links/images/GDS%20Child.pdf
https://dignityeducation.org/links/images/GDS%20Adult.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/289471468741587739/pdf/multi-page.pdf
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/ru/697871468139770633/pdf/multi-page.pdf
https://getilearn.org/edleader/
https://dignityeducation.org/circle/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2024/11/11/flex-2024-afe-ministers-and-education-stakeholders-gather-in-kigali-to-track-progress-in-addressing-learning-crisis
https://www.presidencymaldives.gov.mv/Press/Article/27839?__cf_chl_tk=Ev15qAjZQhtvkQ.Kh7eK3abgrhRwVxb2rJlE8wJ7_P4-1712124942-0.0.1.1-1535
https://www.bettshow.com/bett-articles/bett-asia-2023-malaysia-roadshow-personalised-teaching-learning
https://educationconference.co/2017-icedu/#:~:text=ICEDU%202017%20was%20organized%20under,chaired%20by%20Professor%20Eugene%20P.
https://www.bildungsserver.de/bisy.html?a=7138&spr=1
https://montessori.org.au/about-us
https://hiceducation.org/
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/State_of_the_World_Forum
https://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/State_of_the_World_Forum
, UN Summit, Copenhagen, Denmark
UN Women�s Conference, Jordan
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